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Sepreobar 27, 1989

Hanowrsble Bruse A, Clark

Judge of the Munigipzl Court

Ventura Couney Munfeipal Couvt Dlscrice
200 South Victoria Avenus

Vencara, Ca 23009

Dear Judpe Clark:

AL 1tz August 19849 meeting, the Commicsion on Judiclal
Perforcance determined char wou should be pubillcely reproved for
L the conduct set fovch below.

The condugs which is rehe subjece of che public reproval g

us follows:

In June 1%88, 1o your homa, Aszemblywoman Cathle Woight
gpoke wieh vou sbour owe trafflic tigkace receiwved by hev
danghrer, These¢ cazesz were pending in your gourt. baged on
that. qoenunlcacicn, you took seversl judiclal aciions dn
chembets; (LY You strueck the requivement thaer the defendanc
appear lo court on che cickecs., €20 You permitted defandant o
sttend trafflc scheel in coonectlon with Barly vickers. (3} You
ordered that both speeding ecuncs Lo dismiaacd upon veceipt of
8 traffle schonl cercificace,

Because che compunization from Asseablywomsn Wright wae In
your own home, and becavsge your judiclfal accs weve In charbers,
che prosecutor had oo oppevbunity to partlcipare in these
proceedings, ner had che public any opporkunivy to obaerve
chem. The judicial declsions you mede, though lawivl, wers

unususlly lenienc.
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Tniz ¢onduct warranted dizelpline under Areiele VI, seccion
18{£¥c2) of cne Callfornls Conscituslon. In particular, it
violared rthe Califernia Codée of Judielsl Conducc, iccluding the
£allogwing provisionsz:

Cenon Z&:  Judges should respect &nd comply wivh the law
and should conduct themselwes at all times 1in 4 wanner
rhar scomoces publlie ronfldencs in che inceprity and
impartialicy of tne judiciary.

Cancr 2B:  Judges snould net aliow thelir families,
goclal, or other relardenships ee inEluecec thelr judicisl
conducE or judgoaenc. Judges should not. . . convey or
permlt gthers to convey the fmpressicn char thay are 1n a
speclal position o Iafluence chen.

Cancn 3al4Y:  Judges showld aggovd Lo every perzom
whe iz legally dnrerested ino ¢ proceeding, or thac
person's lawyer, full right to be heard according to
iaw, and aex¢epre as esuthorizeé by law, nelfrher inlclate
ner scoaslider ex parre ov ovher eoumualcaclions concexning
a pending or lapending proceedlog.

In detereining thet & puslic veprovel would be adewuacs
dizefpline, the coomifsion eonzidered your lengehy sorvice
wirhoure discipline and your cecogonition char you should have
handled the metter differently. The commission alic soneidered
that the dncldeoc appeared co be dselaced. This public
repeoval 1s Belng Lssued wich your consenc.

Very vruly yours,
L A et A2
JACK IT. FRANHKEL :
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